
Electronic Counting 2022



Votes in STV Elections are Cast in the Traditional Way…



…But Vote Counting is a Little More Modern



Local  Government  Elections – why eCounting?
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Electoral Reform – Scottish Devolved 
Elections 

• Electoral Management Board - 2011
• Franchise – 2014 onwards
• Candidacy Rights – 2020 onwards
• Term lengths – 2017 onwards
• Electoral Commission – 2020 onwards
• Boundaries – 2020 onwards
• Covid-19 measures - 2021



Votes at 16 in Scotland 2014-2021 study - led 
by Jan Eichhorn of the University of Edinburgh, 
School of Social and Political Science, 16 Jan 2023

Key findings:
• Voter turnout is higher among those who 
first voted from the age of 16 or 17.

• The younger voting age has had no long-term 
effects on other forms of political engagement, 
such as demonstrations or petitions.

• Standard voting inequalities - related 
to characteristics such as socio-occupational 
class - re-emerge as people get older.

• Political engagement of those aged 16 to 31 
is largely affected by their family contexts.



Scottish Government Electoral Reform 
Consultation 2022

• Candidacy
• Voting
• Scheduling of Elections
• Campaigning
• Administration & Governance
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